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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 8078 

LIMDIS 

FROM VATICAN OFFICE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, CZ, VT 

SUBJECT: RECENT VATICAN -CZECHOSLOVAKIAN TALKS 

REF: ROME 7290 

1 . SUMMARY. VATICAN OFFICIAL HAS TOLD US THAT APRIL 20-27 
VATICAN-CZECHOSLOVAKIAN TALKS DID NOT PRODUCE ANY FORWARD 
MOVEMENT ON NORMALIZATION OF CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS. THERE 
WAS NO COMMUNIQUE FOLLOWING ROUND OF TALKS AND NO DECISION 
ON WHEN TALKS WOULD BE RESUMED. END SUMMARY 

2. THE VATICAN-GOC TALKS, WHICH WERE HELD IN PRAGUE APRIL 
20-27, DID NOT PRODUCE ANY FORWARD MOVEMENT ON ANY OF THE 
MAJOR CHURCH-STATE ISSUES. WHILE THE WHOLE RANGE OF OUTSTANDING 
CHURCH-STATE ISSUES WERE REVIEWED, VATICAN NEGOTIATORS POGGI 
AND BUKOVSKY CAME AWAY CONVINCED THAT GOC DELEGATION WAS NOT 
REALLY PREPARED TO DEAL CONSTRUCTIVELY WITH SUCH SUBSTANTIVE 
ISSUES AS THE NOMINATION OF BISHOPS, RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

AND SEMINARIES, AND THE STATUS OF RELIGIOUS ORDERS. THEY 
ARE RECOMMENDING THAT NEXT ROUND OF TALKS BE HELD AT A 
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HIGHER LEVEL. 

3. VATICAN OFFICIALS BELIEVE THAT GOC DELEGATION WAS ONLY 
INTERESTED IN RESOLVING SUPERFICIAL ISSUES, SUCH AS THE UP- 
GRADING OF TWO BISHOPS TO THE RANK OF ARCHBISHOP, AND DID NOT 
WISH TO COME TO TERMS WITH THE ISSUES OF PRIMARY CONCERN TO THE 
VATICAN. 
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4. ACCORDING TO VATICAN OFFICIALS, OF THE FOUR-MAN GOC 
DELEGATION, CINOLDER, REPRESENTING THE PARTY CENTRAL COMMITTEE, 
(AND LINKED TO BILAC), APPEARED TO BE RUNNING THE SHOW ON THE GOC 
SIDE, WHILE HRUZA, REPRESENTING THE GOVERNMENT SIDE, 
INCREASINGLY RELEGATED TO A "FIGUREHEAD" ROLE. 

5. COMMENT: THE TREPIDATION WITH WHICH VATICAN NEGOTIATORS 
APPROACHED THE TALKS (SEE REFTEL) SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN 
JUSTIFIED. OUR VATICAN CONTACTS NOW BELIVE THAT THE PRESENT 
FRAMEWORK OF THE TALKS IS NOT LIKELY TO BREAK THE PREVALING 
DEADLOCK AND THAT FORUM OF TALKS OUGHT TO BE UPGRADED. IT 
APPEARS THAT VATICAN FOREIGN MINISTER CASAROLI MAY ATTEMPT 
TO DO JUST THIS DURING THE FORTHCOMING UN SPECIAL SESSION ON 
DISARMAMENT. WHICH BEGINS ON MAY 23, WHEN HE HOPES TO SEE HUZAK 
OR CHNOUPEK IN NEW Y ORK.GARDNER 
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